You're listening to called to both the podcast for ambitious women, chasing both
business dreams and little ones. I'm your host. Join Michelle. I'm a wedding
photographer turned business coach and founder of photo boss. I have helped
thousands of photographers and creatives grow their businesses here on the
show.

I teach about topics like visibility, marketing mindset. Productivity and going
after your dream life. So if you're a photographer or an entrepreneur, there is
something here for you. This is not another business and marketing podcast
telling you to do more, but rather how you can build your business and your
income in less time.

And with greater ease, join me here each week for bite sized and actionable
episodes that will encourage you. On your call to both journey.

Do you need to be inspired to create your best work? Or has that been a lie that
we as creatives. Have slowly bought into. Have you ever found yourself saying,
I can't create today because I'm just not feeling it. Or as soon as inspiration
strikes, I am going to start creating content and I am going to be so consistent.

Or maybe it's not quite so obvious. But, you could be delaying things like
editing, writing, your social media content, all because you're just not feeling
super confident in what that next step might be or the creation of it all together.
For me, I've noticed that when I'm tired, I am way less likely to feel inspired.

I've also noticed that inspiration boosts my self belief and self confidence.
confidence. But inspiration is fickle and you cannot wait for it to show up for
you to work in your business because your business needs you today and
tomorrow whether you are inspired or not. So today I want to share with you
two quick stories that are from my own business and the role in each of these
stories that inspiration played in them.

Okay, so the first story that came to mind when I was thinking about this
concept of inspiration and whether or not this Truly a necessity for success is
this. Okay. So this story came to me as [ was thinking about this, and I think
many of you are familiar with. My Facebook community called Photoboss.

So this is all about the Facebook community. So many of you are inside this
community because you are photobosses in the community. But I want to share
with you the story behind the name and what ultimately later became a whole
brand, the Photoboss brand. So I was in the gym, kind of like half heartedly



moving the pedals on the elliptical while I followed the prompting steps on
Facebook to form a Facebook group.

I had been meaning to form a group for a couple of weeks and it just hadn't
gotten around to it, so I was hoping to multitask as I got this workout And I got
to an empty box for the title of the group and I paused. I didn't have a clue what
to call it. I only knew that I wanted to start a Facebook group.

I wanted to see if it would take off or become something. And I knew that it was
for photographers, of course. And I just had all this expectations and high hopes
of like what to call it. And nothing was, nothing sounded right. Like I just, I
wanted something really, something that would encapsulate building a business
and locking arms with other creatives and all of those things.

So I decided to put photo boss as a temporary placeholder until something better
came to me later. I did not feel inspired or excited by the name, which is hard
for me to admit actually, because I. I wish that I could tell you that I knew that
this name would resonate and later become something I would trademark.

But honestly, I just put something on the title because I wanted to get the group
going. So that group steadily grew to 10, 000 photographers from around the
world and has since continued to grow. We run this group. You can find
incredible creatives in this group to this day. So I'll have that link down in the
show notes.

If you're a photographer, you got to come join us. You got to come be a photo
boss. The point of this story isn't the name, the point is the action, taking action,
especially when you don't actually know for certainty what is next. That is,
that's what I want to highlight. So if | had changed this name later, if I had
gotten this amazing inspiration download, And decided, Ooh, yes, I found the
perfect name.

That would not negate the story either because I still took uninspired action that
day towards an idea and a hope and a dream. So take this and ask yourself, are
you sitting on an idea because you don't have the perfect name for it or you
don't know exactly how it should look. The other thing that came to mind for
me was actually a more recent experience in my business was this year.

So earlier this year. I started working with my business coach, Brandon Kidd,
and I did not feel inspired. In fact, um, I had just come off four months, at least
maybe a little bit more without any childcare. We had just moved from



Maryland down to Florida. And I would describe my feelings at the time would
to be something along the lines of like determined but completely uninspired.

So like, I got to make this work. I'm still in this business. I'm still here for this
business, but I'm just uninspired. And that's actually why I decided to hire a
business coach. I needed someone to review what I was doing. I needed
someone to really like shed the light on what habits I was forming, reflect back
to me what they saw in me, show me where things were working and where
there were gaps, things that needed to be fixed.

I needed like accountability and renewed excitement. and just an honest person
to reflect back to me what they were seeing. And I think this is another decision
in my business that I would consider to be a good decision. Just like naming the
group Photo Boss actually ended up being great and amazing.

And the name like grew on me and grew on the community. It was a good
decision, mostly because I made it. So this is another amazing decision that
didn't come from inspiration. It came from taking action. And I debated titling
this episode, Stop Waiting for Inspiration, as I was thinking about these
concepts, because this is something that I see so often in working with
photographers, working with creatives, especially in my one to one coaching.

This is something that I see and I hear in various forms of waiting for that
elusive inspiration. And I have had moments in my business where You know,
over the past 12 years where I have had inspiration, I've had these moments on
photo shoots where I'm posing clients or I'm creatively problem solving in the
day to day of my business.

And I do feel that inspiration. So what I don't want you to hear from me in this
episode is that I'm saying inspiration isn't valuable, but what I am saying to you.
is that you don't need inspiration to take action, but what you do need in order to
win is to keep taking action. So while inspiration is nice when it isn't there, we
can't wait around for it to move forward.

So my challenge to you today is actually to take more uninspired action. Thank
you so much for listening to the show. If you enjoyed this episode, you Please
help me get the word out about the call to both podcast by taking a screenshot of
this episode right now and sharing it on your social media. I would also
appreciate it if you would subscribe and leave me a five star review.

Thanks again, and I'll see you in the next episode.



