
I will confess that I am a little bit of a business book nerd, okay? I love a good 
business book, a money book, a work on yourself, self help, all of that. Like, 
how to be better. I don't know what it is, it's something about my personality, 
but I love a good book. So, I'm always listening to something, and this year was 
no different.


And I have a very short list of books here, actually, that I want to share with you 
today that are books that I think are worth reading a second time, that I'm going 
to read a second time. And I think if it's worth reading a second time, it's worth 
sharing with you about. So I actually decided to cull this list down to just five 
books that I think should go on your 2025 reading list that are heavily focused 
on business and money.


So last week we were talking about profitability and money and money mindset 
and I think that a lot of what I have incorporated into my business in some part 
started in a book at some point because I just love reading about business and 
money. So I think that some of these books are going to be a really nice 
compliment to last week's episode.


If you haven't listened to that yet, definitely dive into that one next. All right. So 
let's dive straight in. You're listening to called to both the podcast for ambitious 
women chasing both business dreams and little ones. I'm your host, joy, 
Michelle. I'm a wedding photographer turned business coach and founder.


Founder of photo boss. I have helped thousands of photographers and creatives 
grow their businesses here on the show. I teach about topics like visibility, 
marketing, mindset, productivity, and going after your dream life. So if you're a 
photographer or an entrepreneur, there is something here for you. This is not 
another business and marketing podcast telling you to do more, but rather how 
you can build your business and your income in less time and with greater ease.


Join me here each week for bite sized and actionable episodes that will 
encourage you on your call to both journey.


The first book that I am super excited to share with you is called free Money, 
nine counterintuitive moves for life changing freelance income. So free money 
is written by Austin Church. And this book is, it's really interesting. It's a 
smaller author. So I could not find this on audible and I love audible, but I had 
heard such good things about this book from, uh, another girl that I follow and 
influence her online.




That I decided, I was like, I'm going to get the paper back. I'm going to actually 
grab this and read it, which is pretty rare for me nowadays because I just find 
audio books to be so much easier for me to consume while I'm doing stuff 
around the house and on walks. And I can kind of multitask and just do what I 
need to do.


So I actually picked up the physical copy of this book and loved it. So I read 
this actually on a beach trip that I took earlier this year with my husband, which 
was such a wonderful weekend. And I was sitting on the beach. I'm reading this 
book. And I mean, at multiple, multiple times during this book, I was 
underlining things and I just kept thinking, like, this is so needed.


This is the book that I needed when I first started working for myself. And 
what's really unique about this book is that it's written for a freelancer. So if you 
set your own prices and you essentially choose your clients and you're in that 
level of control of your business. Not all business and money books like are 
going to be relevant to you, right?


Like there's books on negotiations and sales and all sorts of things, but they're 
oftentimes focused towards entrepreneurs or even like salespeople that they 
don't have full control over the actual product or pricing or method of the thing 
that they're selling. Whereas you running your own business and creating your 
offers and your pricing, you actually do.


And so. I just found this to be tremendously applicable. It's a funny read, it's an 
entertaining read, but it's also like highly, highly applicable. If you have ever 
felt like unsure of the pricing model that you've created, if it can truly sustain 
the dream life that you have in the future, if you've wanted to be able to make 
enough money to not work as hard and you're really looking for steps to get 
exactly where you want to go, This is an incredible read and I will be 
recommending this.


Put this on your 2025 list. Okay, book number two is called Out of the Maze by 
Spencer Johnson and Ken Blanchard. So this is the continuation, I guess, like, 
Book number two from After Who Moved My Cheese, which is like hugely 
popular book about change essentially. But it's if just trust me, if you've never 
read Who Moved My Cheese, you need to read that.


There was a reason why it is such a popular book. But this book in particular, 
Out of the Maze, focuses on why I mean, it focuses on a few different things, 
which is really. It's, there's a lot in there, but it focuses on why it is highly 
possible to change your mind and change your belief system. And why.




In a lot of ways, we must change our beliefs as we progress through life and as 
we learn to adapt to change, which change is the theme of the first book, and I 
think like beliefs and the mindsets that we choose is the theme of this book. 
Really really good listen. It was very digestible. It was pretty short.


I was doing laundry and dishes while I was listening to this and it was so good. 
I'm going to be listening to it again. Book number three is The Psychology of 
Money by Morgan Housel. This is a like top money book. You know, if you 
look up like 20 books about money and you know, wealth or things like that, 
this is going to come up.


So I had seen this on so many lists that I felt like, okay, it's, it's my time. I need 
to read this. And I really enjoyed it. I will say the first half of the book, I think 
was for me more interesting and more applicable than the second, but it covers 
so many different things. There's a range of topics covered in this book from the 
history of money.


The way that we view money as, as like a society and even like the different 
timelines and inventions of like the 401k and the Roth IRA and so many 
different things, like the ways that we are saving now in the future. And how 
that's differed from like our parents generation and just really cool, like 
universal principles that people who have ended up very, very wealthy have 
shared.


And I just felt like I gained a lot of like perspective and like a little bit more 
history on money. And then of course, there's a lot of psychology in the book as 
well. So really interesting. I did, I have a physical copy, but I think I ended up 
listening to it as well. I think I was looking at the physical copy and listening to 
it because it was a little meatier than like your average book, um, that I'm 
consuming.


So I needed to like absorb it a little better, but still so good. Definitely makes 
sense why this is like one of the most popular money books out there. Book 
number four is Undistracted by Bob Goff. And this was my first Bob Goff book, 
which is crazy because now I have listened to more of his work and, you know, 
I have like a bunch of his stuff on my like wish, like little wish list on Audible.


But this was my first Bob Goff book and it's not technically a business book. 
But, it is about recapturing your purpose and rediscovering your joy through 
living in an undistracted way. And when I listen to books about almost anything, 
I, in my mind, I can still bring this back to business because it still feels like 
Living in your purpose and being intentional with your time and being present 



are just so relevant to me right now as a mom and as a business owner and I just 
found this to be a really entertaining listen.


So I did listen to this on Audible and it's all narrated by Bob Goff himself. His 
stories are incredible. really incredible life that he has lived so far and just like 
very moving. Like he's funny, he has done some crazy things, but also he has 
done such incredible things for the world and through his different foundations 
and his life.


And so I was so inspired through this book and it just, it definitely extends into 
business for all the reasons that I mentioned that I'm like, I have to mention this. 
Like this is such a good book. Okay, last but not least, book number five is 10x 
is better than 2x. How world class entrepreneurs achieve more by doing less.


This was co authored by Dan Sullivan and Dr. Benjamin Hardy. Really, really 
good book. Uh, I think I listened to this twice already this year because the 
stories and the examples and the principles were so powerful, but also so 
challenging for me that I just kept listening to this every time I would like drive 
long distances or like go visit my sister, I would put this on and listen to it.


And it's just a really challenging concept for me. And I think for most 
entrepreneurs that. It's actually easier to 10x something than it is to 2x 
something and why that is and what the examples they bring to the table are just 
so incredibly powerful. And it's personally, I just think it's such a compelling 
concept to say, you know, if you want to 10x what you're doing in your business 
or 10x your impact or whatever it may be.


It, you should actually do that instead of reaching for two and then they give 
you, they break down the reason and the science and the examples and it's 
incredible. So if growing your business exponentially or your impact or your 
income next year is a focus for you, then I would say if you haven't read 10x is 
easier than 2x, that should be your next read.


So all of these five books that I've mentioned here today will be linked in the 
show notes. And of course, over on my blog, if you want to grab any of these on 
Amazon or audible, you can go ahead through the show notes and click on those 
and get those started. If you end up listening to any of these or adding these to 
your reading list, I would love to hear what you think.


I want like a little unofficial book club to start because I love a business book. 
And if you have any business books that you're like, Hey, I don't think you've 
read this. You've never talked about it. And you think that I should please DM it 



to me. I am down for a book recommendation. I'm always down. If you love 
hearing book lists like this and hearing recommendations, as far as what I love 
in my business and information that has helped me along the way.


You will probably also love the resources page on my website. Um, so at joy, 
michelle. co forward slash resources. I have way more of just things just like 
this episode and links and helpful resources and discount codes and all of the 
things. So be sure to check that out and go ahead and have a look in the show 
notes for all the books and of course the page as well.


Thank you so much for listening to this episode. If you enjoyed it, please take a 
moment and leave a five star review, sharing your thoughts about the show. It 
seriously helps so much for getting the word out about this podcast and I will 
see you guys in the next episode. Bye. Thank you so much for listening to the 
show.


If you enjoyed this episode, please help me get the word out about the call to 
both podcast by taking a screenshot of this episode right now and sharing it on 
your social media. I would also appreciate it if you would subscribe and leave 
me a five star review. Thanks again, and I'll see you in the next episode.


